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The Jordan Institute of Diplomacy (JID) was established by 

Royal decree in 1994 as an academic and training institute that 

specializes in international relations and diplomacy.

JID conducts research and studies in international affairs and 

organizes national and international conferences, seminars, and 

lectures in order to contribute to the development of international 

relations, promote statesmanship and hone the diplomatic skills 

of students, enhance and expand Jordan’s communication with 

the outside world, and provide new channels for the exchange 

of informations with counterparts and partners in the areas of 

strategic and international studies.

JID has signed a number of cooperation agreements with 

local, Arab and international institutes to carry out joint academic 

and training programmes, exchange researchers, scholars and 

lecturers, conduct joint research, and implement projects of 

mutual interest. 
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From the Editor

The JID continues to publish this periodical in cooperation 
with the Jordanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs as a public 
information and education instrument in addition to its role in 
providing an opportunity for the discussion of major internal as 
well as external issues of interest to the country.

This issue comes out at a significant moment in the history 
of Jordan commemorating the 10th anniversary of the assenting 
of King Abdullah the throne. It comes out also at a difficult 
historical moment for Jordan and the Arab Region evidenced by 
an immobilism in the Arab-Israeli Peace Process in spite of the 
sustained Jordanian effort to loring about a just solution to the 
Palestinian People that will enable the Palestinians to establish 
their state with Jerusalem as its capital.

This issue is published at a moment in Jordan’s history 
characterized by continued efforts towards expansion of level 
political development efforts accompanied by expansion of 
the arontiers of social justice: objectives clearly laid out in 
His Majesty King Abdullah’s letter calling on Mr. Samir Zaid 
Al-Rifai to form a new cabinet that laid out clear objectives 
directing the government towards continued efforts towards 
socio-political and economic development.

The ”Jordan Diplomat” takes this opportunity to thank H.E. 
Dr. Omar Al-Rifai for his continued support for this periodical 
which will be published electronically starting from the next 
issue in order to provide for wide distribution and leadership.

Kamel Abu Jaber
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The Arabs and China

Prof. Dr. kamel Abu Jaber*

.... “Seek knowledge even in China,” is a saying attributed to the Prophet Mohammed 

(PBUH). Despite its simplicity, it contains much knowledge and wisdom. That it came in 

the form of an order to his followers who were believers in one God, to seek knowledge 

even from non-believers is significant since it implies that knowledge is universal, 

transcending the boundaries of religion to cover humanity in general. The phrase also 

expresses self-confidence and an awareness that there is need to interact with others.

But then, the Arabs knew China and interacted with it long before the advent of 

Islam. Whether on the intellectual, religious, social or economic levels that knowledge 

was expanded with the rise of the Arabo-Islamic civilization. The land and maritime 

trade routes facilitated the relationship. For millennia, the caravans from Xian trudged 

back and forth on the Silk Road carrying not only goods but ideas as well.. The maritime 

trade route which was easier, from Canton, in China to Arab ports further expanded this 

exchange.

* Prof. Dr. Kamel Abu Jaber: Former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Former Minister of Economy, 
Former Member of the Council of Chiefs, and Former Chairman of the Jordanian Diplomatic 
Institute, Editor in Chief /Head of  Editorial Board, “The Jordanian Diplomat”: 

Madarat
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Remarkably, China which is a vast country with a rich and ancient settled civilization 

dating well before the rise of Islam, was strongly influenced by Islam. The interaction 

between the two civilizations continued, uninterruptedly over time, mostly on the trade 

and religious levels, but on a few occasions, on the military level too. The receptiveness of 

the Chinese culture to Islam was, no doubt , fostered by the traditional open mindedness 

and religious tolerance of Chinese society.

Today, Islam is one of the four major religions in China, along with Budhism, 

Taoism and Christianity: all of which are influenced to varying degrees by the secular 

Confuscian system of thought. Rawdat Sa’d Ibn Abi Waqqas, called in Chinese, the 

Huai Sheng Mosque, built by the venerable companion of the Prophet, himself (PBUH), 

when he was sent as Ambassador to China by the/Caliph Othman Bin Affan, is one of 

the oldest Mosques in Islam.

The fascination of the two civilizations, the Arab and the Chinese, with each 

other has been rekindled and their peaceful interaction has resumed and intensified 

in modern times.                                                                                                         ■
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May, 2009
May 9	 Pope Benedict XVI commences  his visit to Jordan.

May 16	 His Majesty King Abdullah II delivers the opening speech of the 
Middle East Economic Forum.

June, 2009
June 2	 His Majesty King Abdullah II welcomes Foreign Minister Ahmad 

Abu Al-Gaith envoy of  Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak.

June 5	 Foreign Minister Nasser Judah briefs his Moroccan counterpart El-
Tayib Al-Fahri on the efforts to reach a peaceful settlement with 
Israel leading to the establishment of a Palestinian state.

	 The Jordan Government welcomes President Obama’s Cairo 
speech ushering in  a new language of dialogue with the Arabs and 
Moslems.

June 9	 The Arab League announces the holding of a  special Arab Foreign 
Ministerial meeting to be held on June 17 to discuss the contents of 
President Obama’s speech in Cairo.

June 11	 King Abdullah II and President Obama discuss, on the telephone. 
the various efforts designed to launch serious Arab-Israeli peace 
negotiations.

June 12 	 King Abdullah II discusses with U.S. Special Middle East envoy 
ways to launch serious Arab-Israeli peace negotiations in accordance 
with the Arab Peace Plan.

June 15	 Israeli Premier Benjamin Netanyahu outlines new, difficult and 
unattainable conditions for resuming peace talks.

June 16 - 18	 The Arab League responds to Netanyahu’s speech calling it 
frustrating and designed to waste any peace effort.

	 Jordanian Minister of State for Media and Communications Dr. 
Nabil Al-Sharif, official spokesman for the government declares 

Abeer Al-Qatanani*

* Abeer Al-Qatanani: Journal Assistant Editor, Executive Secretary, Chairman Office/Jordan 
Institute of Diplomacy.
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and International News and Events
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that  Netanyahu’s speech  did not meet the minimum conditions 
necessary to achieve peace.

	 His Majesty King Abdullah receives the Czech President, the 
President of the European Commission, and the EU Foreign Minister 
and urges them to push for serious Arab–Israeli peace negations.

June 18 - 23	 In Brussels.  their Majesties King Abdullah and Queen Rania discuss 
bilateral relations as will as peace efforts with Belgian officials. 

	 During the same visit, similar discussios calling for serious 
negotiations for the settlement of the Arab-Palestinian conflict were 
made with British Prime Minister Gordon Brown.

June 26	 Jordanian Foreign Minister Nasser Judah discusses with Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas matters relating to the peace process.

June 27 	 His Majesty King Abdullah II returns to Jordan following a trip to 
Belgium, Britain and Sweden. The discussions focused on efforts  
leading to peace on the basis of a two states solution.

June 29	 His Majesty King Abdullah II discusses  peace efforts with a 
delegation from a U.S. Congressional Committee.

	 Jordanian Minister of Planning declares that Jordan will get an 
additional grant of USD 150 million for  2009. 

June 30	 His Majesty King Abdullah II holds talks with Turkmenistan 
President Qurban Muhammadov.

	 Announcement that Israel will build 50 additional homes in an 
Israeli settlement in the West-Bank. 

July 2009
July 1	 His Majesty king Abdullah meets with a Delegation of U.S. 

Congressional Assistants. 

	 In a meeting with an Israeli official,  the World Bank   denies that it  
agreed to finance  the Red–Dead Canal.

July 5	 In his letter to the King of Morrocco, President Obama renews 
his call on the Palestinians and Israelis to resume serious peace 
negotiations.  

July 8 - 11	 Their Majesties King Abdullah and Queen Rania commence a visit 
to particpate in an economic conference in Ohio. 

July 15	 U.S. President Obama urges both the Palestinians and Israelis to be 
committed to the peace process.
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	 His Majesty King Abdullah II receives congratulations from the 
Saudi Crown  Prince  upon the appointment of HRH Prince al 
Hussein as Crown Prince of Jordan. 

July 16	 At Sharm Al-Shaikh. his Majesty King Abdullah II calls on the 
international community to emphasize the need for peaceful 
resolutions of regional and international conflicts. 

July 28	 His Majesty meets in Amman with U.S. Secretary of defense Robert 
Gates.

	 Their Majesties King Abdullah and Queen Rania accompanied by 
Nasser Lawzi, Chief of  the Royal Court, visit the United States for 
several days to participate in the Economic Forum.

	 His Majesty urges the launching of serious negotiations of the 
Palestinian-Israeli Conflict, with a commitment to a clear plan and 
a time frame to guarantee an independent Palestinian country, while 
providing Israel with security.

August 2009
August 4	 Jordanian Foreign Minister meets with U.S. Secretary of State 

Hillary Clinton in Washington.

August 12	 His Majesty King Abdullah II meets with the Sultan  of Brunei.

August 19	 His Majesty King Abdullah II meets in France with President  
Nicolas Sarkozi.

August 21	 His Majesty King Abdullah II discusses, over the telephone, with 
President Obama issues dealing with the peace process.

August 26	 His Majesty King Abdullah II expresses his appreciation to King 
Abdullah Ibn Abd Al-Aziz  for supporting the economy of Jordan.

September 2009
September 2	 King Abdullah II, visits Libya to share in the celebrations 

commemorating the fortieth Anniversary of Libya’s September 
Revolution.

September 3 	 Foreign Minister Nasser Judah discusses with his Spanish counterpart 
bilateral as well as regional relations, in Madrid.
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September 4	 Prime Minister, Nader Dahabi, meets in Baghdad with his counterpart 
Nouri el-Maliky.

	 In Paris Foreign minister Nasser Judah meeets with his French 
courterpart.

	 Israeli Premier Benjamin Netanyahu declares his agreement on a 
partial nine-month freeze on settlements.

September 5	 Prime Minister, Nadir Dahabi meets in Baghdad with Iraqi President, 
Jalal Talbani.

September 6	 In a press conference with President Hosni Mubarak, Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas declares that he sees no point in meeting 
with Netanyahu unless the Israeli government declares a freeze on 
illegal settlements on Palestinian lands.

September 7	 An announcement is made indicating future Jordanian and Iraqi  
plans to transport oil to the country by railway instead of by trucks.

September 8	 His Majesty King Abdullah II returns from a visit to the United 
Arab Emirates. 

	 The Jordanian Finance Minister announces the agreement of the 
World Bank to advance a U.S. D 300 million to Jordan.

 September 10	 Director of the Islamic Awkaf in Jerusalem declares that  Israel has 
no sovereignty over the Aqsa Mosque. 

	 Foreign Minister Naser Judeh, the Syrian and Iraqi Foreign Ministers 
and a number of other Arab Foreign Ministers discuss with the 
Secretary General of the Arab League his report concerning efforts 
to bring  about better relations between Iraq and Syria.

	 The UN Secretary General issues a statement declaring any expansion 
of Israeli settlement on Palestinian land against international law. 

September 11	 His Majesty King Abdullah receives Turkey’s Foreign Minister 
Ahmad Dauood Ouglu.

September 14	 His Majesty King Abdullah returns to Jordan following a short visit 
to Kuwait. 

September 16	 Their Majesties King Abdullah II and Queen Rania return to Jordan 
following a short visit to Syria. 

	 Foreign Minister Nasser Judeh in an interview with Al-Rai newspaper 
emphasizes Jordan’s Hashemite role in Jerusalem. 
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September 18	 His Majesty King Abdullah discusses the latest developments in the 
Peace Process with the U.S. Special Envoy Mr. George Mictchel. 

September 19	 U.S. Special Envoy Mr. George Mitchell departs Israel without any 
announcement regarding Israel’s refusal to freeze its settlement 
activity.

	 Chief of the Jordanian side of the joint Jordanian-Syrian Yarmouk 
Waters committee declares that the committee. headed by the 
premiers of both countries would meet within a few days for 
discussions  focusing on Al-Wihdah dam.

September 20	 His Majesty King Abdullah II holds talks with Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas in Aqaba. 

September 22	 The White House declares that President Obama will host a trial 
meeting in Washington to include President Abbas and Premier 
Netenyahu. 

	 The White House spokesman  announces that he does not have high 
hopes concerning any expected results of the trilateral meeting. 

	 The Israeli Army Chief of Staff declares that he does not anticipate 
any violent clashes in the future with Hizbollah.

September 23	 President Obama urges Palestinians and Israelies to resume  peace 
negotiations. 

	 Foreign Minister Nasser Judeh and a number of Arab Foreign 
Ministers meet in New York with President Mahmoud Abbas.

	 Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri Al-Maliki discusses the worsening 
relations between Iraq and Syria. 

September 24	 King Abdullah II returnes from a visit at the invitation of the Saudi 
Monarch to participate in the opening ceremonies of King Abdullah 
University of Science and Technology in Jeddah.

	 Her Majesty Queen Rania addresses the students of Yale University. 
The President of Yale announces on this occasion the establishment 
of a Middle East fellowship program which will start in 2010.

	 In his first speech before the U.N. General Assembly, President 
Obama urges world leaders to work together to solve the most 
pressing problems. 

September 25	 The Palestinian President and the Israeli Premier urge each other to 
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change their held position so that Obama’s call for the resumption 
of negotiations can be speeded up.

September 26	 Foreign Minister Nasser Judeh emphasizes the need for a two state 
solution in his address in New York on the sixtieth anniversary of 
the establishment of UNRWA.

	 An announcement is made in New York declaring the choice of 
Queen Rania as the President of the international campaign, “One 
goal”.

	 In his address before The U.N. General Assembly President Abbas 
warns that the Israeli’s continued settlement expansion may cause 
the peace effort to collapse.

	 The Jordanian-Syrian committee on the Yarmouk River meeting in 
Damascus declares a joint agreement to give priority to Al-Wihdah 
Dam.

September 27	 Foreign Minister Nasser Judeh declares in his speech before the 
U.N. General Assembly the need for Israel to respond to the call for 
peace. 

September 28	 The Jordanian government declares its denunciation of the violation 
of the Al-Aqsa Mosque by Israeli soldiers. 

September 29	 The Jordanian Minister of Planning and International cooperation 
signs five agreements with the U.S. Ambassador and USAID 
concerning assistance to Jordan in a variety of activities ranging 
from support for  youth activities to efforts in combating poverty. 

	 The Joint Jordanian-Syrian committee cancels its meeting in 
Damascus. 

September 30	 His Majesty King Abdullah II receives  the Jordanian-French  
Friendship Society in the French Senate.

	 His Majesty King Abdullah II accepts the credentials of the new 
Ambassadors of Afghanistan, Georgia, France, Norway, New 
Zealand appointed to the Royal Hashemite Court. 
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